INFORMATION TO USERS
This material was produced from a microfilm copy of the original document. While the most advanced technological means to photograph and reproduce this document have been used, the quality is heavily dependent upon the quality of the original submitted.
The following explanation of techniques is provided to help you understand markings or patterns which may appear on this reproduction.
1.The sign or "target" for pages apparently lacking from the document photographed is "Missing Pa^(s)". If it was possible to obtain the missing page(s) or section, they are spliced into the film along with adjacent pages. This may have necessitated cutting thru an image and duplicating adjacent pages to insure you complets continuity.
2. When an image on the film is obliterated with a large round black mark, it is an indication that the photographer suspected that the copy may have moved during exposure and thus cause a blurred image. You will find a good image of the page in the adjacent frame.
3. When a map, drawing or chart, etc., was part of the material being photographed the photographer followed a definite method in "sectioning" the material. It is customary to begin photoing at the upper left hand corner of a large sheet and to continue photoing from left to right in equal sections with a small overlap. If necessary, sectioning is continued again -beginning below the first row and continuing on until complete. Based on previous studies, the American Coot (Fulica americana) seemed to show qualities amenable to an agerelated study of breeding biology. Gullion (1952) In most cases, clutch size increased with age for all age classes (Table 5) (Table 5) . However, the decline showed no significant seasonal decline (P>0.05).
Pledging Success and Fledgling

Egg Success
It became obvious early in the study that some females were abandoning their nests after hatching had begun, but before all eggs were hatched. These females typically abandoned only 1 or 2 eggs, but remained in the territory and cared for the chicks already hatched. Since this reduced possible production of the populations, data on egg abandon ment were analyzed in relation to age of the nesting adult.
One-and 2-year-old females abandoned significantly more eggs than did older females (P<0.01) ( Table 7) . By subtracting the total number of eggs abandoned from the total number of eggs laid and dividing by the number of females, a value for the mean number of eggs hatched per female was obtained for each age class (Table 7) . These values differed significantly for each age class (P<0.01) .
To determine if I had caused the abandonment of these eggs through frequent nest checks, a control area was established in 1973. Rather than checking the control nests daily throughout the incubation and brood-rearing periods
as was done for the experimental nests, 60 nests were marked and checked every 2-3 days until the clutch was complete. Table 9 . Egg length of yearling female American Coots in relation to order in the clutch (1972=1974). Weights of marked fledglings 6 weeks + 2 days of age were collected during 1973-74 (Table 11) (75) 162 ( (Table 12) . Table 10 by the estimated number of breeding coots in each age class in Table 12 , an estimate for the total number of young produced by each age cohort was obtained (Table 13) Age-class 2 produced more young than any age class because of their high numbers, while age-class 3, being considerably less numerous produced nearly as many young as age-class 2.
Egg number
By multiplying the fledging success figures in
Too few age-class 4 birds were present to contribute much to total production, and although age-class 1 was more numerous than any age class, they produced fewer young than either age-classes 2 or 3, 
